FORTY     THOUSAND      A GAINS T      T HE      ARCTIC
parents' room during the day, and at night Babushka, the
maid, takes him out to the kitchen where she sleeps, so
that she can keep an eye on him and talk to him in the morn-
ing when he starts crying. He sings at four when the cock
in the farmyard next door gets up. Hope he will not
wake you up, this Ganef. Great God, now I have kept you
almost an hour with my talk. It was a nice change; thank
you. We shall see each other every night now until you
leave. But I will not always take your time so long. You
must not believe that.'
Krasnoyarsk is the jumping-off point for the central region
of Arctic Asia.   To me it was the vestibule to the Red Empire
in the North; a large waiting-room, an assembly place.   It
is the centre of the 'territorial administration' of Glavsev-
morput.   Other such bases are Leningrad, with a branch
in Murmansk; Novosibirsk on the Obi; and Irkutsk, with
a branch in Yakutsk on the Lena.   The territory adminis-
tered from Krasnoyarsk is  almost  800,000 square miles,
772,000 to be exact, more than eight times the size of Great
Britain, or a quarter of the whole United States.    River
transport on the Yenisei, the spine of Eastern Siberia, is
organized from here.    It covers a distance of altogether
4000 miles (including tributaries and short distances on
both sides of the estuary).    A mine for coal and nickel,
1500 miles down-stream, which is being built at present,
is provisioned with machinery and food from here.   The new
Arctic air lines operating in North-eastern Siberia have their
administrative offices and repair base here.    Fishing, fur-
trapping and wood-cutting are organized here.    There is
a wharf for river steamers,  a factory for gold-washing
dredges, timber-sowing machines, a paper combine, graphite
works.    State farms for agricultural produce, cattle and
reindeer breeding belong to it; some of them are right up
in the  Arctic,  others  are in  sub-Arctic  regions.    They
provide food for 1400 industrial workers, 1000 river sailors
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